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The Whale Safe Fishing Act

The Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended by adding the following section to Chapter
130-

1. The use of Gill Nets in Massachusetts' marine coastal water is prohibited and is
punishable by fines and imprisonment as provided elsewhere in this chapter.

2. The use of vertical buoy rope on pot gear is prohibited unless the specific kind of rope
and associated gear to be used has been already determined to not entangle whales or sea
turtles by the National Academy of Sciences. The use of vertical buoy rope that has not
been so certified is prohibited and punishable by fine and imprisonment as provided
elsewhere in this chapter.

3. Whales and Sea Turtles are to be protected and managed as endangered species under the
provisions of Chapter 131A. Exclusive management authority for these species is
assigned to the Natural Heritage Program of the Division of Fish and Wildlife. No
regulation regarding these species will be issued pursuant to any authority provided by
Chapter 130 and any current such regulations will be immediately revoked.
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